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SPECIAL MEETING. 

A special meeting of the Society was held at the house of the 
President, No. 145 Beacon Street, on the evening of Thursday, 
the 23d of February, at 7|- o'clock. The President was in the 
chair. 

A letter from Henry I. Bowditch, M.D., was read by the 
President, in which he said that he had forwarded to the 
Society, at the request of Mrs. W. T. G. Morton, the letter of 
the Executive Committee on the Morton Testimonial, to be 
placed in the volume, now in the Society's keeping, which con- 
tains the original documents relative to Dr. Morton's discovery 
of Anaesthetic Inhalation as a safe and certain remedy for pain 
in surgery ; and it was accordingly so ordered. 

The President exhibited a volume of folio size, entitled " Let- 
ter of Hernando Do Soto, and Memoir of Hernando De Esca- 
lante Ponteneda, translated from the Spanish by Buckingham 
Smith : Washington, 1854," which had been presented to the 
Society by George W. Biggs, Esq., of Washington. 

The thanks of the Society was ordered for this gift. 

He also read a letter from Surgeon General W. J. Dale, of 
Massachusetts, accompanying a copy of the " Old South," a 
volume published in 1803, containing a series of papers origi- 
nally printed in the "Independent Chronicle" under that 
signature, written by Benjamin Austin, Jr. ; together with 
the following letter, written soon after the encounter between 
Selfridge and Austin, in 1806, in State Street: — 

Cambridge, [Wednesday], August 6, 1806. 

Dear Cousin, — I received yours of the 22d ult., and thank you 
for your kind intention of sending after me ; but as I have had oppor- 
tunities of sending up so many of my things, and have a prospect of 
sending the rest, and some prospect of getting a ride up myself, without 
detracting any of my gratitude to you, I shall save you the trouble 
and myself the cost of procuring a horse and chaise to come after me. 

Last Monday in the forenoon, an accident, equally melancholy and 
detestable, happened in Boston. Mr. Charles Austin, son of Benj. A., 
was purposely and designedly shot thro' the heart, in State street, by 
one Selfrege. 

The circumstances, as far as I can collect, were as follows : Self. 
was a lawyer in Boston. Austin was a member of the present Senior 
class in college, and was about 18 years of age. 

On Monday morning there appeared a piece in the B. Gazette, 
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intitled, " Austin posted," and the substance of it was as follows : Ben- 
jamin Austin having aspersed my character, I have often requested 
that satisfaction which is due to a gentleman, and not being able to 
obtain it, I declare said Austin to be a coward, a scoundrel and a liar. 
Some time before noon young A. was walking on the exchange, and met 
Self., and what took place previous to the fatal event is difficult to de- 
termine, reports are so various. Some say Austin began to cane him, 
others say that he only appeared in the attitude of raising his cane in 
order to strike. But this is fact, that Self, drew a pistol, and shot him 
through the heart, that the young man expired almost instantly, that 
Self, was apprehended, and that the verdict of the juror's inquest was 
willful murder. 

A glairing specimen of Federal virtue ! 

I have not been to Boston since the fourth of July, but I propose 
going this week. Mr. Austin's funeral will be this afternoon, and I 
think it not improbable that I shall go over to that, if it does not rain. 

Give my love to all the folks. 

With much respect yours, 

S. Stevens. 
Mr. William Johnson. 

Mr. "Watebston exhibited a silver medal, struck in Boston in 
1787 to commemorate the fitting out of two vessels — the " Col- 
umbia" and the "Washington " — for trading to the North-West 
Coast.* The medal bore the name of Captain John Kendrick, 
who commanded the expedition. The " Washington," the 
smaller vessel, was at this time commanded by Captain Rob- 
ert Gray, who, in 1792, while in command of the " Columbia," 
discovered the river which now bears that name. Among 
other names, the medal also bore that of Mr. Charles Bui- 
finch, afterward a distinguished Boston architect, of whom 
Mr. Waterston gave an interesting biographical sketch. f 

Dr. Jacob Bigelow related some interesting reminiscences of 
the expedition of Lewis and Clark across the Rocky Mountains 
in 1803-1806. 

Remarks, suggested by previous speakers, were made by 
Messrs. Dana, Deane, Ellis, Green, Hillard, Parkman, Sibley, 
and the President. 

Mr. Smith read extracts from letters now in course of pub- 
lication by the Society, from the collection of "Winthrop 
Papers" in the possession of the President. 

The President remarked that his late visit to Philadelphia 

* A representation of this medal may be seen in Robert Greenhow's " History of Ore- 
gon and California." Boston, 1845. p. 180. Greenhow speaks of this medal as of 
"copper." — Eds. 

t As Mr. Waterston's remarks were not written, we are not able to print them 
here. — Eds. 

6 
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had recalled to his remembrance the cordial relations which 
existed between William Penn and the second Governor Win- 
throp of Connecticut, the grandson of the Governor of Massa- 
chusetts. He then read, from the originals in his possession, 
the following letters : — 

William Penn to Fitz John Winthrop. 
Addressed, " For Coll. Winthrop, at a grocers in Clements Lane, London." 

Wortht Friend, — I would be glad of a line how y* L. of A. & 
thyselfe parted ; if any more news from America or y e office, the L** of 
T. & Plant. I mean. I can't say I am lonely, but quiet, a blessing I 
can hardly finde in the town ; the scheam begins to entertain me, I 
hope it will the Lords, to our gen 1 . 1 ease. However, I shall have the 
satisfaction of haveing meant well to my neighbours as well as myselfe. 
Remember y' Coll. D. can serve you of Con. with L* of A. I will 
press no more ; I fear I have the lot of thos y* would haue both 
remitt to meet in a better good. I am, be y* as it will, very much 

Thy reall & aff. Friend, 

Wm. Penn. 

Warminghurst, 27, 10m, 96. 

All is well here. Salute me to our Society. 
Indorsed, "Dec r . 27 th 1696, W m Penn, Esq r ., to Col. J. Winthrop." 

Hough Autograph Draft of the Reply of Fitz John Winthrop to 

Wm. Penn. 

Hon bus Sr, — I am very thankfull for y" favour of yo r letter, & 
therein the ace' of yo r welfare & repose under the contentment of yo r 
country enjoyments. I haue been very uneasy with some indispositions 
w oh haue hung about me & kept me within more than was fit, yet I 
may present to you that our affaires with the Lords Commissioners of 
trade & Plantation continue under theire favourable opinion, as much as 
can be expected under the disadvantage of yo r absence. I parted from 
the L. A. I hope with his good opinion, and desire to heare nothing 
farther till yo'selfe (able to governe in y" most boysterous storme) shall 
thinke fit to come to towne. If the person you mention has influence 
upon his Lordship, w ch I hope is not by yo r interest, I can expect noth- 
ing but mischief & disturbance, and as much as can be from a spirit 
restless to our ruine. There is something of a generous spirit, or 
secret devill, in most inclinations. One caryes its sweete influences to 
every good ; the other malice, revenge, & ruin to all mankinde. Natu- 
rall inclinations under the power of y e lust of y e world, &c, are with 
difficulty governed to any moderation, from whence procedes, &c. Tis 
y e first tyme in my life that I haue let loose upon any, & now under as 
soft resentm" as are fit, and hinted to you rather as a caution than 
any prejudiced reflection. But noe more of this at p'sent. Tis rude 
to trouble you farther, or divert yo r thoughts from that scheme. 
( The end torn off.) 
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Wm. Penn to Fitz John Winthrop. 

Philadelphia, 13, 3 m 1700. 
Mr esteemed Friend, — I have thought myself rude that I should 
be four months in America, without telling Coll. Winthrop of it, for 
whom I haue always entertained a very particular esteem. But this 
I can say to abate my own reproach, I heartily & often meant it, & I 
will not otherwise make excuses where y e case will not afford it ; but 
I must do my selfe y e right to say, I haue asked of thy welfaire, & 
pleased myselfe w' h the good news of it, w n it has been reported to me. 
And hearing by the bearer he intends to take his course for New Eng- 
land that way, I haue embraced this happy opportunity of congratu- 
lateing thee upon y e honour that sober people haue done themselves to 
elect thee to be their Gover r , as a publick acknowledgem? & reward of 
thy Merrit, of w ch I haue been an eye & ear witness, & y' with great 
hounour & courage. I also wish y e continuance of it for their felicity. 
I know no body there, but haue good will for all, & a particular esteem 
for thy Predecessor, of whose justice, plainness, & good understanding 
I haue heard with esteem, whom pray salute in my name. Here are 
three ships lately come from England, but no news, and y* ever pleases 
me, for then we heare of no wars. I pray God teache us to sanctify 
his great name in all our comforts, that he may please to continue them 
to us. T please myselfe to hope that I shall haue a good correspond- 
ence with Coll. Wintrop, & by y' means y e opportunity of y e news 
of his wellfare, which will be very acceptable to 

His very cordiall Friend, 

Wm. Penn. 

Indorsed, "May 13 th , 1700, Gov. Penn's Lef to Gov. Winthrop." 

Mr. Feothingham called attention to the Broadside printed 
in the Proceedings for October, 1870, containing the names of 
the " addressors " to Governor Hutchinson, previous to his 
departure for London on the 1st of June, 1774. They were 
printed in the "Massachusetts Gazette" (Tory) of June 2, 
1774, appended to the following address, which, as printed in 
the newspaper, has this heading : " On Saturday last a number 
of gentlemen waited on our late Governor, Mr. Hutchinson, 
and presented to him the following address : — 

Address " To Governor Hutchinson." 

Sir, — We, Merchants and Traders of the Town of Boston, and 
others, do now wait on you, in the most respectful Manner, before your 
Departure for England, to testify, for ourselves, the entire Satisfaction 
we feel at your wise, zealous, and faithful Administration, during the 
few Years that you have presided at the Head of this Province.- . . . 
Had your Success been equal to your Endeavours, and to the warmest 
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Wishes of your Heart, we cannot doubt that many of the Evils under 
which we now suffer would have been averted, and that Tranquility 
would have been restored to this long divided Province. But we assure 
ourselves, that the Want of Success in those Endeavours will not 
abate your good Wishes when removed from us, or your earnest Exer- 
tions still on every Occasion to serve the true Interest of this your 
native Country. 

While we lament the Loss of so good a Governor, we are greatly 
relieved that his Majesty, in his gracious Favor, hath appointed, as 
your Successor, a Gentleman who, having distinguished himself in the 
long Command he hath held in another Department, gives us the most 
favorable Prepossession of his future Administration. 

We greatly deplore the Calamities that are impending and will soon 
fall on this Metropolis, by the Operation of a late Act of Parliament 
for shutting up the Port on the first of the next Month. . . You cannot 
but be sensible, Sir, of the numberless Evils that will insue to the 
Province in general, and the Miseries and Distresses into which it will 
particularly involve this Town, in the Course of a few Months. With- 
out meaning to arraign the Justice of the British Parliament, we could 
humbly wish that this Act had been couched with less Rigour, and that 
the Execution of it had been delayed to a more distant Time, that the 
People might have had the Alternative, either to have complied with 
the Conditions therein set forth, or to have submitted to the consequent 
Evils on Refusal ; but as it now stands all Choice is precluded, and 
however disposed to Compliance or Concession the People may be, 
they must unavoidably suffer very great Calamities before they can 
recieve Relief. 

Making Restitution for Damage done to the Property of the East 
India Company, or to the Property of any Individual, by the Outrage 
of the People, we acknowledge to be just ; and though we have ever 
disavowed, and do now solemnly bear our Testimony against such law- 
less Proceedings, yet, considering ourselves as Members of the same 
Community, we are fully disposed to bear our Proportions of those 
Damages, whenever the Sum and the Manner of laying it can be ascer- 
tained. We earnestly request that you, Sir, who know our Condition, 
and have at all Times displayed the most benevolent Disposition 
towards us, will, on your Arrival in England, interest yourself in our 
behalf, and make such favourable Representations of our Case, as that 
we may hope to obtain speedy and effectual Relief. 

May you enjoy a pleasant Passage to England ; and under all the 
Mortifications that you have patiently endured, may you possess the 
inward and consolatory Testimonies, of having discharged your trust 
with Fidelity and Honor ; and recieve those distinguishing Marks of his 
Majesty's Royal Approbation and Favor, as may enable you to pass 
the Remainder of your Life, in Quietness and Ease ; and preserve your 
Name with Honor to Posterity. 

Mr. Frothingham stated that other addresses were presented 
to Hutchinson at this time, which he carried to London, and 
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exhibited to Lord Dartmouth, who showed them to the king on 
the first of July. 

The names of the "Protesters" against the Solemn League 
and Covenant, mentioned in the Broadside, were printed in the 
"Massachusetts Gazette" of July 7, 1774. It should be said 
that this " Solemn League and Covenant" had its origin in the 
Boston Committee of Correspondence. Joseph Warren, on the 
2d of June, was appointed the chairman of a committee to draft 
such a paper. It was reported on the 5th, and sent with a cir- 
cular to the towns. It was printed in the " Massachusetts Ga- 
zette" of June 23, 1774, from which the following is copied: — 

Solemn League and Covenant. 

"We the subscribers, Inhabitants of the Town of , having taken 

into our serious Consideration the precarious State of the Liberties of 
North America, and more especially the present distressed Condition 
of this insulted Province, embarrassed as it is by several Acts of the 
British Parliament, tending to the entire Subversion of our natural 
and Charter Rights ; among which is the Act for blocking up the Har- 
bour of Boston ; and being fully sensible of our indispensable Duty to 
lay hold on every Means in our Power to preserve and recover the 
much injured Constitution of our Country ; and conscious at the same 
time of no alternative between the horrors of slavery, or the carnage 
and desolation of a civil war, but a suspension of all commercial inter- 
course with the Island of Great Britain ; do, in the Presence of God, 
solemnly and in a good faith, covenant and agree with each other : — 

1st, That from henceforth we will suspend all commercial intercourse 
with the said Island of Great Britain, until the said Act for blocking 
up the said Harbour be repealed, and a full restoration of our Charter 
Rights be obtained. 

indly, That there may be the less temptation to others to continue 
in the said, now dangerous, commerce, we do in like manner solemnly 
covenant that we will not buy, purchase, or consume, in any manner 
whatever, any goods, wares, or merchandize, which shall arrive in 
America from Great Britain aforesaid, from and after the last Day of 
August next ensuing. And in order as much as in us lies to prevent 
our being interrupted and defeated in this only peaceable measure, 
entered into for the recovery and preservation of our rights, we agree 
to break off all trade, commerce, and dealings whatever, with all per- 
sons, who, preferring their own private interest to the salvation of their 
now perishing Country, shall still continue to import goods of Great 
Britain, or shall purchase of those who do import. 

3rdly, That such persons may not have it in their power to impose 
upon us by any pretence whatever, we further agree to purchase no 
Article of Merchandize from them, or any of them, who shall not have 
signed this, or a similar Covenant, or will not produce an oath, certified 
by a Magistrate to be by them taken to the following purpose, viz., 
I of in the county of do solemnly swear, that the • 
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goods I have now on hand, and propose for sale, have not, to the best 
of my knowledge, been imported from Great Britain into any Port of 
America, since the last Day of August, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-four, and that I will not, contrary to the spirit of an Agree- 
ment entering into thro' this Province, import, or purchase of any 
person so importing, any goods as aforesaid, until the Port, or Harbor 
of Boston, shall be opened and we are fully restored to the free use of 
our constitutional and Charter rights. 

Lastly, We agree that after this, or a similar covenant has been 
offered to any person, and they refuse to sign it, or produce the oath 
above said, we will consider them as contumacious importers, and with- 
draw all commercial connections with them, so far as not to purchase 
of them any article whatever, and publish their names to the world. 

Witness our Hands. 
Juke, 1774. 

This measure occasioned the following Protest, submitted 
at a town meeting. It was printed in the " Massachusetts 
Gazette " of July 7, 1774, with the names of the " Protesters," 
as contained in the Broadside already referred to : — 

Whereas at a meeting of the Freeholders and other inhabitants of 
this Town, held at Faneuil Hall, the 27th instant, and from thence 
adjourned to the South Meeting Plouse, copies of certain Circular Let- 
ters, wrote by the Committee of Correspondence, so called, for this 
Town, to the other Towns in the Province, and other Places on the 
Continent, and answers thereto from the several Towns and Colonies 
were read, likewise a certain Circular Letter, accompanied with a 
Solemn League and Covenant of a most dangerous Nature and Ten- 
dency, which hath been drawn up by the said Committee of Corre- 
spondence, copies whereof have been by them clandestinely dispersed 
through the Province, without the Consent or Knowledge of the Town, 
and recommended to the People of the Country, to execute without 
loss of time, " least their enemies should defeat its purpose." These 
points being fully spoke to, with Candour and Moderation by Gentle- 
men of different Sentiments, it was at length motioned and seconded, 
That the Committee of Correspondence be censured by the Town and 
dismissed from any further Service in that Capacity. After some Dis- 
cussion on the Subject and other letters produced and read, the Ques- 
tion was put and passed in the Negative. 

Wherefore, we the Dissentients do now make this publick and solemn 
Protest against the Doings of the said Committee, as such, against the 
Solemn League and Covenant afore-mentioned, and against the Pro- 
ceedings of the Town so far as they have adopted the illegal Proceed- 
ings of the said Committee of Correspondence, for the following 
Reasons, viz. : — 

First, Because, with regard to the Solemn League and Covenant 
afore-mentioned, we look on it to be a base, wicked, and illegal 
Measure, calculated to distress and ruin many Merchants, Shop-keepers, 
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and others, in this Metropolis, and affect the whole commercial Interest 
of this Province ; to put a Check at once to our Industry, by stopping 
the Exportation of all the Staple Articles of our Trade, such as Oil, 
Pot and Pearl Ash, Flax Seed, Naval Stores, Lumber of all sorts, and 
likewise Cod Fish by way of Spain and Portugal, the Proceeds of 
which go to Great Britain as Remittance for Goods ; also will put an 
end to a very valuable Branch of Trade to the Province of Ship 
Building ; to create unhappy Divisions in Towns and in Families ; to 
open a door for the most wicked Perjuries, and to introduce almost 
every Species of evil that we have not yet felt, and cannot serve any 
good purpose. 

Secondly, Because that the Committee of Correspondence in many 
of their Letters held forth Principles, which, instead of extricating us 
from our Difficulties, serve, in our opinions, still further to involve us, 
to which Principles we cannot acceed. 

Thirdly, Because that the Committee of Correspondence, in some 
Letters that were read from them to New York, Philadelphia, and 
other Places, particularly two to New York of the 28th and 30th 
May, have falsely, maliciously, and scandalously vilified and abused the 
Characters of many of us, only for dissenting from them in opinion ; 
a Right which we shall claim, so long as we hold any Claim to Free- 
dom or Liberty. 

Boston, June 29, 1774. 

The Solemn League and Covenant elicited the following 
Proclamation, which is copied from the " Massachusetts Ga- 
zette " of June 30, 1774 : — 

Province of the Massachusetts Bay. 

BY THE GOVERNOR. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

For discouraging certain illegal Combinations. 

Whereas certain Persons, calling themselves a Committee of Cor- 
respondence for the Town of Boston, have lately presumed to make, or 
cause to be made, a certain unlawful Instrument, purporting to be A 
Solemn League and Covenant, intended to be signed by the Inhabitants 
of this Province ; whereby they are most solemnly to covenant and en- 
gage, to suspend all commercial Intercourse with the Island of Great 
Britain, until certain Acts of the British Parliament shall be repealed : 
And whereas printed Copies of the said unlawful Instrument have 
been transmitted, by the aforesaid Committee of Correspondence, so 
called, to the several Towns in this Province, accompanied with a scan- 
dalous, traiterous, and seditious Letter, calculated to inflame the Minds 
of the People, to disturb them with ill-grounded Fears and Jealousies, 
and to excite them to enter into an unwarrantable, hostile, and trai- 
terous Combination, to distress the British Nation by interrupting, 
obstructing, and destroying her Trade with the Colonies, contrary to 
their Allegiance due to the King; and to the Form and Effect of 
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divers Statutes made for securing, encouraging, protecting, and regu- 
lating the said Trade ; and destructive of the lawful Authority of the 
British Parliament, and of the Peace, good Order, and Safety of the 
Community : And whereas the Inhabitants of this Province, not duly 
considering the high Criminality, and dangerous Consequences to them- 
selves of such alarming and unprecedented Combinations, may incau- 
tiously be tempted to join in the aforesaid unlawful League and 
Covenant, and thereby expose themselves to the fatal Consequences of 
being considered as the declared and open Enemies of the King, Par- 
liament, and Kingdom of Great Britain : — 

In observance therefore of my Duty to the King ; in Tenderness to 
the Inhabitants of this Province ; and to the End that none who may 
hereafter engage in such dangerous Combinations, may plead, in Excuse 
of their Conduct, that they were ignorant of the Crime in which they 
were involving themselves ; I have thought fit to issue this Proclama- 
tion, hereby earnestly cautioning all Persons whatsoever within this 
Province against signing the aforesaid, or a similar Covenant, or in any 
Manner entering into, or being concerned in such unlawful, hostile, and 
traiterous Combinations, as they would avoid the Pains and Penalties 
due to such aggravated and dangerous Offences. 

And I do hereby strictly enjoin and command all Magistrates and 
other Officers, within the several Counties in this Province, that they 
take effectual Care to apprehend and secure for Trial, all and every 
Person who may hereafter presume to publish, or offer to others to be 
signed, or shall themselves sign the aforesaid, or a similar Covenant, or 
be in any wise aiding, abetting, advising, or assisting therein. 

And the respective Sheriffs of the several Counties within this Prov 
ince are hereby required to cause this Proclamation forthwith to be 
posted up, in some public Place, in each Town, within their respective 
Districts. 

Given under my Hand at Salem, the 29th Day of June, 1774, in the 
Fourteenth Year of His Majesty's Reign, By His Excellency's Com- 
mand. 

Tho's Gage. 
Tho's Fldckeb, Sec'y. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

Mr. Frothingham said that the Proclamation was disregarded 
by the patriots. This measure, however, was superseded by the 
wiser determination, extending through the thirteen colonies, 
to await the action of congress on a non-importation agree- 
ment. The popular party, from June to September, in courts 
and provincial conventions, pledged themselves on this subject 
to abide by the decisions of the congress ; and generally voted 
to cut off all dealings with the colony or the individual who 
should refuse to come into the plan that might be agreed upon. 
It was thus determined, through the instnimentality of repre- 
sentation, that the decisions of this body, in matters common 
to all, should be paramount. 



